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Birbal was one of the gems in Emperor 
Akbar's court. He used his wit to help others 
and his fame had spread far and wide. 


Yet, there were many who were jealous of ' 
him. 
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Chand was one such man. He saw how 
much Akbar liked Birbal and he thought, 
“I am more learned than anybody in the 
kingdom. I should be given Birbal's place.” 
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Chand decided that he would ask Birbal a 
very difficult question. 


“When he fails to answer it, he will have to 
resign and I will become Akbar's favourite,” 
he thought laughing to himself. 
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He went to Akbar's court and challenged | | 
Birbal. a 
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“Birbal!” he called, “Can you tell me how 
many sparrows there are in Agra? You 
must give me the exact number.” 
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Everybody in the court, including Akbar 
was puzzled. 


“How can anybody count the number of 
sparrows?” they wondered. | 
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However Birbal wasn't worried at all. 


He calmly replied, “Give me time 
till tomorrow. In the morning, I 
will definitely give you the answer.” 








The next day, everyone had gathered in the 
court to hear Birbal's answer. 


Akbar asked, “Well Birbal, can you tell us 
the number of sparrows in Agra?” 
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Birbal smiled as he said, “There are exactly 
19,537 sparrows! You can count for yourself _ 
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Chand knew he could never count all the 
sparrows and he refused to believe him. 


“How can you say that?” he demanded. 
“There may be more or less.” | 











“No, there are exactly 19,537 sparrows,” _ 
said Birbal. He continued, “If there are less, 
it means that sparrows from the city have 
left to visit other places.” 





TAT SU 71134 19,537 TINA SETA.” 
. red amef Gr Ho, 21 TTT Tara 





Akbar smiled. “And what if there are more 
sparrows?” he asked. 


“Oh, those are the sparrows from different 
cities that have come to visit their relatives 
here!” Birbal replied immediately. 








The whole court laughed at Birbal's clever 
answer. 


Chand had to accept defeat and agree that 
Birbal was indeed the wisest man in the 
kingdom. 
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